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“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken  
joy in creative expression and knowledge.” 

Albert Einstein
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PHILOSOPHY
Ficino Preschool provides a practical philosophical education for your child. 
Philosophy is the love of wisdom and a thirst for knowledge. 

The Preschool implements daily practical exercises that include leadership 
roles, promoting values, reflective discussions and caring for each other.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The best education for young people keeps the mind and heart open to 
learning and to the needs of others. It nurtures the inner strengths and 
qualities, and provides true knowledge and healthy discipline. This process is 
simple and natural.

VALUES
Values are based on the Ficino School values:

• Speak the truth
• Obey lawful direction
• Respect all
• Learn to be responsible (and be responsible to learn)
• Practice what is good (with resilience and courage)

HISTORY
Ficino School began in 1997. The school has continued to grow from its early 
beginnings, and the academic and social development of its current students 
and alumni has been positive. 

Ficino Preschool lays early foundations to develop the Ficino School 
principles and values.

VISION 
The vision we have for your child is as an empowered life-long learner who 
approaches life with truthfulness and respect. It allows for the practical 
application of philosophical virtues and values.



ADMINISTRATION
Licence:  Licence No. 47084, Maximum children 30

Times: All Day 8.30am - 3.30pm 
 Early-bird drop off 7.50am - 8.30am  
 After School Care is available through FASC 3.30pm – 5.45pm

Fees:  A minimum of three days attendance is required. Please refer 
to our online fees schedule for the most up-to-date costs:  
www.ficino.school.nz/preschool-enrolment. 

 The online fees schedule includes all daily food requirements.

Initial: Application Fee  $100 (non-refundable)  
 Acceptance Fee $500 
 Uniform  $210 approx. 

Payment:  A quarterly fee is charged in advance in January, April,  
July and October. Payment is required within 7 days of  
receipt of invoice.
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GETTING STARTED
Formal tours of Ficino School and Preschool are held regularly on Fridays. 
You are welcome to visit the Preschool at another time if you need to. Please 
visit www.ficino.school.nz/preschool to see available dates, or phone to make 
an appointment.

The first step in enrolling your child is to visit with your child so the head 
teacher can meet you. Three subsequent visiting times will be made for  
your child.

An enrolment form must be completed with the Head Teacher. Proof of 
identity and a copy of immunisation records are also required. 

A Confirmation of Enrolment may be requested from time to time when 
changes are made over the holiday periods. This allows us to maximize 
available funding and assists us in keeping fees as low as possible.

Starting Preschool: You can help your child to settle in by ensuring they have 
some basic self-help skills. 

UNIFORMS
Children wear a uniform that gives them a clear identity and a sense of 
belonging and pride in the Preschool. The basic pieces consist of:

• A polo shirt, long sleeved or short sleeved

• A fleece in winter

• Track-pants, leggings, shorts or a skort (shorts with skirt wrap-around) 

• A hat for summer

Shoes and hair accessories such as clips, ties, ribbons and head bands must 
be in the school colours.

Please ensure all belongings are labelled with your child’s name. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY
•  The Attendance Register must be signed each day with the time noted on 

arrival and departure. This is a Ministry of Education requirement.

•  Ensure your child has sunscreen on at the beginning of each day in the  
summer season. Please supply a labelled roll-on sunscreen to be left at 
Preschool.

•  All information relating to allergies must be provided on the enrolment 
form; this would include any individual health plans from your doctor.

• Keep your child at home in the event of illness and advise us  
of their absence.

• If your child becomes unwell whilst at Preschool they must be picked up 
immediately.

• Medication needs must be recorded on the Medication Register.

•  Special needs are catered for; please supply any doctors’ reports.

• Evacuations are practised on a termly basis at the Preschool. 

• Collection of children is by authorised persons only, whose names you will 
have noted on the enrolment form. If it is someone else, notice must be 
given in writing. 

WHAT TO BRING
Please ensure your child has:

• Two sets of spare clothes.

• Gumboots and coat in the winter.

• A cuddly or teddy for sleep/rest time if your child wishes. 

WHAT NOT TO BRING
• Children’s toys must be left at home. 
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ABSENCES
Please advise in writing of any known absence at least three weeks  
in advance. 

If a child is absent due to sickness or a one-off event, please advise by  
email or phone. 

Normal daily fees apply in this situation.

Three months’ notice in writing is also required when exiting the preschool. 
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“Play is the highest form of research.” 
Albert Einstein
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PROGRAMME
The Ficino Preschool programme is based on “Philosophically Inspired Education” 
and is interdependent with the Early Childhood Curriculum, “Te Whāriki”.

Our holistic approach covers the spiritual, social, emotional, physical and 
intellectual spheres.

Together they offer a rich and varied education that reflects play-based 
experiences. These combine children’s interests and parent and teacher 
aspirations.
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WHAT IS 
MINDFULNESS? 
Mindfulness means maintaining 
a moment by moment awareness 
of our thoughts, feelings, bodily 
sensations and surrounding 
environment. 

A number of mindful practices 
are used at Ficino Preschool, 
including yoga, massage, 
karakia, a Sanskrit dedication 
and use of a Tibetan singing 
bowl. Meditation stories and 
stories with a moral are shared. 

“Mindfulness is the practice of 
paying attention: knowing where 
our attention is and being able to 
choose where to direct it.”  
(Dr C Hassed: Mindfulness for Life)

FICINO PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME
Ficino Preschool focuses on experiential learning for children; 
and places significance on values, relationships and children’s 
contributions to their own learning and that of others.

Children’s interests are explored in depth, using a project 
approach and creating a sustainable community of learners.

The teachers are highly qualified and experienced, bringing a 
wide range of specialist skills of their own, with attention to the 
arts using a variety of artistic or communicative media.



TE WHĀRIKI
The New Zealand Early 
Childhood Curriculum,  
Te Whāriki, weaves a rich 
tapestry of principles, strands, 
goals and learning outcomes. 
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THE PROGRAMME IN ACTION
We work with children’s interests and evolving ideas and encourage the 
expression of these through imagination and creative thinking, literacy, 
mathematical and scientific thinking, and the arts.

Teachers support, facilitate and extend upon children’s interests and 
encourage the expression of their ideas. 

A project approach is the basis on which the curriculum is co-constructed with 
children, teachers and families. Children express themselves using different 
media such as words, stories, drawing, painting, collage, constructions, 
sculpture, drama, creative dance, music and singing. This reflects the holistic 
way children learn and requires a flexible environment.

SPECIALIST PROGRAMME
In addition to regular activities that appear in the daily programme, Ficino 
Preschool offers a specialist programme that includes off-site experiences 
such as excursions and plays, together with visits from facilitators such as 
creative dance, gymnastics, ball games, story tellers and musicians.

Preschool teachers also have a range of skills that include dance, art, music, 
yoga, science, storytelling and carpentry.
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THE ENVIRONMENT
Our indoor and outdoor spaces have 
been carefully constructed to create an 
endless supply of learning opportunities 
that make use of the five senses. 

We encourage experiencing ‘The Great 
Outdoors’ and ensure there are daily 
opportunities for outdoor play, physical 
activity, walks in the school grounds  
and the local community, and visiting  
the neighbouring tennis courts. 

Excursions are part of our programme 
that take the children into their community. 
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TRANSITION TO SCHOOL 
With its location adjacent to that of Ficino School, opportunities for  
interaction and a focus on a ‘Transition to School’ programme feature 
strongly for older children as they near school age. The Preschool and the 
School curriculums work collaboratively.

The experiences in this programme are a combination of teaching specific 
skills in preparation for the Ficino School environment and children’s choices.

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 
The wider world of family and community is an integral part of our curriculum 
with active participation from the child, the parents, the teachers and the 
extended family. We have a strong and reciprocal relationship with Wesley 
Retirement Village. Children and residents alike enjoy visiting each other 
(both at Preschool and at the Village).
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“It takes a village to raise a child.” 
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DAILY PROGRAMME
 
7.50 First children arrive   

8.30-50 Most children arrive 
 Self-selected play

9.00 Gathering time

9.15 Morning tea

10.00  Activities rotate daily and include music, 
local walks, physical activities such as 
gym, creative dance, art and clay, and 
carpentry sessions

11.30 Lunch

12.00  Sleep/Rest-time for younger children 
  Structured activity for older children: 

maths, literacy, science, creative arts 
(Transition to school)

1.00  Philosophical inquiry projects for older 
children/free play

1.30   Small group project for older children/  
free play

2.50 Afternoon tea

3.10 Story/Music; Gathering time

3.30 Good byes

Visit our Facebook page for regular posts  
on daily activities.
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      facebook.com/ficino.preschool

Together we play, learn,  
share, serve, love, help,  

explore and care.



DOCUMENTATION OF LEARNING 
Learning stories are the primary method of documenting children’s learning 
and assessing progress over time. They highlight children’s interests, learning 
dispositions and emerging values. 

Documentation is gathered in various ways including Planned and Emergent 
Curriculum and children’s interests. Wall displays show the curriculum in action 
which leads to Assessment and Evaluation. Teachers plan the programme with 
meaningful experiences that support children, both as individual learners and 
within the context of working in a group.

Spontaneous and Planned Reviews are done of individual situations, the 
programme and curriculum, the environment, and management.

PORTFOLIOS: Portfolios provide a visual narrative of how your child is 
spending their time at Preschool. Children can see the learning in their play is 
recognised and valued. Through the portfolio documentation, stories are also 
uploaded to an online application.

ONLINE APPLICATION (STORYPARK): You can share learning stories of your 
child with nominated family members. It provides us with an excellent way to 
ensure you can engage in your child’s development, supporting their learning in 
their home environment. Contributions from families, in the form of stories and 
photographs, are encouraged.

NEWSLETTERS: Regular Ficino Preschool newsletters are sent to Preschool 
parents, detailing experiences that have been enjoyed during the month. 
Parents also have the option of receiving the weekly Ficino School newsletter. 

MEALS
We believe a healthy, balanced diet is central to support productive learning. 
Morning and afternoon tea is provided as well as a cooked meal for lunch. At 
Ficino Preschool, the focus provides:

• the provision of nutritious, balanced vegetarian meals 
that are cooked on-site.

• understanding the food chain; growing vegetables from 
seeds, nurturing, harvesting, and food preparation.

• the social interactions and opportunities to learn and 
build on their vocabularies at meal times. 

• the children learn to care for their own bodies and to 
serve each other at meal times.
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SLEEP/REST-TIME
Children are encouraged to engage in quiet time after lunch. Those children 
who need a sleep are catered for. Children are welcome to bring their own 
special cuddly toy from home for this time.

Older children, through carefully collected stories, engage in some 
philosophical enquiry, facilitated by a teacher. This is often a reflective time 
where children are encouraged to articulate and illustrate their thoughts. 
They may also participate in the Transition to School programme.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT
This is welcomed and comes in various ways:
• Informal daily chats to share your child’s day
• Formal parent-teacher meetings to discuss more  

in-depth issues
• Parent events to view your child’s portfolio, curriculum 

planning and documentation
• Feedback when reviewing policies and procedures
• Feedback and contributions on Storypark
• Assisting with local events and excursions
• Cultural celebrations 
• Contributing specialist skills
• Newsletters and notices in the foyer 

FEEDBACK
We appreciate feedback to improve our service. Please refer 
to our Head Teacher if you require a meeting. Any concerns 
can be directed to the Head Teacher or the Principal of Ficino 
School and/or the Board of Trustees.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Please refer to the folders in the Preschool foyer for the 
Preschool policies and procedures. These encompass all 
areas of running the Preschool, such as Curriculum, Health & 
Safety, Finance, Administration, Management and Personnel. 

MOE FUNDING
This is used to ensure we have highly skilled, registered early 
childhood teachers. It includes opportunities for teachers to 
engage in professional development and may also be used 
for the acquisition of equipment and resources.

PARKING
There are some allocated carparks directly outside the 
Preschool. We encourage a quick pick up as parking is 
limited. To save finding a carpark, children can be picked up 
as part of the Ficino School drive through dismissal.
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Philosophically inspired education for 3-5 year olds

T: 09 869 2098 or 021 2224 550 
E: preschoolmgr@ficino.school.nz

29 Esplanade Road, Mt Eden

       facebook.com/ficino.preschool


