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“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow.“ 
 
Anthony J. D’Angelo 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to four year 

old Arlo. Your Dad, Regan and 

your brother Leo joined us for 

the party, as well as Tristan, 

both of whom used to come to 

the preschool. 

 

Our birthday tradition is for 

the birthday child to choose 

three or four friends to make 

muffins of their choice with. 

These are then shared for 

afternoon tea and the birthday 

child gets a candle to blow out 

and we all sing happy birthday; 

sometimes, in as many as three 

languages! The children also 

make a birthday card.    

 

 

Aaryan, you knew I was new and helped 

me to learn the routines and programme 

of the preschool. You did this willingly and 

went the extra mile to remind me of things 

ahead of time. Gradually, I felt confident 

when you were around to help me. This 

whole experience was a good example of 

“tuakana-teina” relationships which is a 

Maori practice that traditionally means 

the older person shares the knowledge 

with the younger person or sometimes the 

person with more knowledge which was 

the case here.  Aaryan is practising the 

Value of Learn to Be Responsible: Do I 

help when I see a need? 

Learning and teaching should not stand on 

opposite banks and just watch the river flow 

by; instead, they should embark together on a 

journey down the water. Through an active, 

reciprocal exchange, teaching can strengthen 

learning how to learn.” Loris Malaguzzi 
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Sunflowers … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Art media explored by the 

children to express their 

perspective of sunflowers: 

Watercolours 

Pen and dye 

Oil paints 

Pastel chalk 

Marbling 

Sprayed dye 

Pen and Ink 

Collage 2D & 3D 

Clay 

They also looked at 

interpretations of artists 

such as Van Gogh and 

Hundertwasser. 

See the display on the 

Preschool wall. 
 

Ekagar joined us recently 

and wears a patka.  He 

told us all about his patka 

and brought in a book we 

read to all the children.   

 

His parents also showed us 

how to tie the patka if ever 

it should come loose. It can 

only be touched by an 

adult. You can have lots of 

different colours and 

patterns. 

 

When he grows up, he will 

wear a turban like his Dad. 

 

Thank you for teaching us 

about your family’s 

traditions, Ekagar. 
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Transition to School  

 

Sewing 

Drawing around a 

template 

Gluing 

Writing 

Ruling 

Cutting 

Learning letters; 

   vowels and consonants 

Use of clipboards 

Visiting the new school              

classrooms 
 

 

 

Pathways to School  -  Te Whāriki 

 

Students have a ‘can do’ attitude and 

see themselves as capable learners. 

They are enterprising, reliable and 

resilient, set personal goals and have 

strategies for meeting challenges. 
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Clay with Mrs Margaret Bray – making Christmas decorations 

 

The children are familiar with the properties of clay; they are shown 

two basic shapes – a ball and a sausage shape.  From these, you can 

make pretty much anything. They know that ‘slip’ made from clay and 

water is the equivalent of glue.  ‘Throwing’ clay helps to remove air 

bubbles so it doesn’t explode when it is ‘fired’ or baked. That if you 

make a mistake, you can simply start again.  That it needs to be kept 

damp to make it workable.  You can also paint it with coloured slip 

before it is fired. Glaze requires a second firing.   

Fairy Clare is back this 

term with another 

repertoire of activities 

for us!  

 

Plans include visiting 

Maungawhau, our local 

Mt Eden mountain; 

Edenvale Park with 

New Zealand’s 

Pohutakawa Christmas 

tree; helping us 

celebrate Diwali; and 

putting on a Christmas 

Show for us.   
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More lettuces for the school 

kitchen; cauliflower coming. 
 

The light screen adds many optional 

dimensions to children’s creativity. 3D 

shapes take on an ethereal quality and 

the hollow shapes can be coupled to 

create another colour.  

It is often used with a 3 sided mirror 

creating further effects or on laminated 

coloured sheets. 

Black and white effects and tracing on it 

are other activities. 

Putting their photograph by the art 

piece lets others know that ‘we are still 

using this – please do not break’. 

Ms Callen had a play with 

the clay. Arlo added the 

finishing touches.  The 

children said, ‘it’s a 

dragon’, and ‘it’s a reptile’ 

and ‘it’s a crocodile’. 

There was a lot of 

discussion as to which one 

it was. 

Mrs FitzPatrick:        

on the one hand, 

feeding the worms in 

the hungry bin,             

and on the other, 

sprouting an avocado 

(not sure where she is 

going to plant that!) 
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FICINO PRESCHOOL TERM FOUR 2020 EVENTS 
 

 Mondays:  School Library visits 

 Tuesdays:  Fairy Clare  

 Wednesdays: Music with Mrs Kearney 

 Thursdays:  Pottery classes with Mrs Bray  

 Fridays:  Ball games at the tennis courts 

 

Local Walking Trips: 

Tuesday 17th November: Maungawhau 

Tuesday 24th November:    Edenvale Park  

 

Special Events: 

Tuesday 10th November: Diwali  

Friday 20th November:  Mangere Arts Centre: The Lost Letter 

 

Wednesday 2nd December:  Christmas Show  

10.30 am in the hall:      Parents are welcome to watch 

 11.30 am in the preschool:    Christmas Carols and songs 

 12.00 pm in the preschool:    Christmas luncheon 

 

 Contributions of food are welcome: this MUST: 

-  arrive in the morning 

-  have a list of ingredients with it 

-  be vegetarian and no eggs or nuts 

Otherwise it cannot be used 

 

  

 
 

WE CLOSE: FRIDAY 3.30 PM  18th DECEMBER 2020 

WE REOPEN: WEDNESDAY    6th  JANUEARY   2021 

 

Please advise of any absence; there are Absence Forms in the 

foyer.  Please note you are charged during any absence.  The 

exception is the Christmas / New Year period when we are closed. 

 

Teacher Only Days: Starting 2021 there will be a teacher only day 

each school term; please refer to the Preschool 2021 Calendar. 
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Christmas Book Wish List for Ficino Preschool 2020 
 

Margaret Mahy  The boy who was followed home 

    The boy with two shadows 

    The witch in the cherry tree 

    Mister Whistler 

    The Moon and Farmer McPhee 

Pamela Allen   Archimedes Bath 

    Mr McGee and the Blackberry Jam 

    Mr McGee and the big bag of bread 

    Mr McGee and the perfect nest 

    Where’s the Gold? 

Gavin Bishop   Kiwi Moon 

    Cook’s Cook 

    The House that Jack Built 

Lynley Dodd   The Nickle Nackle Tree 

    The Other Ark 

Peter Millett   Anzac Puppy     

Jataka Tales   Fish King 

Monkey King  

Rabbit in the Moon 

The Best of Friends 

The Rabbit Who Overcame Fear 

The Power of a Promise 

Courageous Captain 

A Precious Life 

Heart of Gold 

Aunty Bea   Hinemoa and Tutanakei 

    One Day a Taniwha 

Peter Gossage  How Maui found his Father and the Magic Jawbone 

    Battle of the Mountains 

    The Fish of Maui 

 

From the Ficino Preschool Teaching Team: Irene Callen, Dimuthu Jayawardena, Mei 

Lau, Crystal Li, Nicky FitzPatrick and Natasa Sulenta. 

Our parents have made a strong contribution to our preschool library by 

donating books each year instead of Christmas presents. We now have over 

500 books. Below is a list of books for you to source please.  There is a list in the 

foyer for you to put your name against. Thank you in advance. 
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https://toppsta.com/books/details/177578/fish-king-a-story-about-the-power-of-goodness
https://toppsta.com/books/details/125276/monkey-king-a-story-about-compassion-and-leadership
https://toppsta.com/books/details/127158/rabbit-in-the-moon
https://toppsta.com/books/details/526399/the-best-of-friends-1
https://toppsta.com/books/details/187822/the-rabbit-who-overcame-fear
https://toppsta.com/books/details/299095/the-power-of-a-promise
https://toppsta.com/books/details/301959/courageous-captain
https://toppsta.com/books/details/302305/a-precious-life
https://toppsta.com/books/details/331350/heart-of-gold-7

