
 

FICINO PRESCOOL 2021 -  NEWSLETTER 1 
 
Welcome to our new Ficino Preschool families.: 

 
Amelia Lewis is four years old; 
she has a brother James and 
her parents are Michelle and 
Simon. 
 
Anthony Tong is four and a 
half; he has a sister Olivia at 
Ficino School. His parents are 
Alice and Martin. Anthony is 
helping to put the new mini 
trampoline together. 
 
Amelia Zhang-Shu is four years old in March.  Her 
Mum and Dad are Aileen and Ricky. 
 
Kenzo Ridge starts early February. We have other 
enrolments that are in process.  
 
Our potato plant has grown and grown and is 
taking over the garden!  We are waiting for 
the flowers to die off to dig the potatoes up. 
The corn is growing well too, along with the 
cucumbers, courgettes, spinach and 
silverbeet. The latest request is tomatoes. 

 
 
New Food Regulations have come into effect this month; they are mainly to avoid 
choking hazards. As a result of this we have completed a Self Review and updated our 
Food and Drink Policy which will be sent to you on Storypark and a copy is in the 
foyer. You will also receive a booklet that we have been asked to provide by the 
Ministry of Health on reducing food-related choking.  Our Policy folder is on the 
lower shelf in the foyer for your information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Fun times over the school holidays! 
 
This is a water wall made by the Men’s Shed and 
donated to us by Mr Tony Keegan, a member of the 
School of Philosophy.   The children made Mr Keegan 
a thank you card. They have been having loads of fun 
experimenting with it and it recycles the water. 
 

 
We have a new light table 
too that is very popular. 
The children have been 
very creative adding 
different resources to the 
table to see the effect. 
  
We have purchased some 
new games: Connect 4; 
Dominoes and skittles. 

 
 
The family play has 
been moved to the 
big deck for the 
summer months. We 
have a new set of 
tables and chairs.  
Thank you Terrence 
for assembling them. 

 
 

 



 

 
 
Exploring the school playground; learning how to use a water fountain! How to look 
both ways when crossing the driveway and holding hands. 

 
We have had a group interest in 
Sunflowers since reading a story 
about them in term four. The 
finale to this is seeing our own 
sunflowers growing.  A separate 
article called Small Beginnings on 
our sunflower project is coming. 
 
The children have grown in their 
confidence jumping off the boxes 

since we got the new mats.  
 
 Learning how to draw a dragon. 
 (Paying attention to detail.) 
 
Water Play: 
This is always a fun activity in the 
summer.  Look at the delight on 
their faces!  I was shown no mercy. 
It was worth getting wet… 

 

 
Spontaneous   play … 
Row, row, row your boat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Singing Christmas songs and Carols: 
We wish you a Merry Christmas 
Away in the Manger 
Hark the Herald Angels sing  
(which we didn’t even learn) 
 
Taking mat time; sitting in the teacher’s chair doing the Mindfulness exercise, 
discussing days of the week, counting, singing and directing the other children. 
During family play a child said the karakia before their meal, with his hands together.  
One child to another child, ‘be mindful’.  
Yet another child, whose mother had been quite busy, advised her ‘to focus’. 
 
Shaking hands is a practice we excluded during the Covid lockdown period but 
this year, we are reintroducing it. A teacher will shake hands with your child in the 
morning when they arrive and again at the end of the day when they leave.  

In this act of touching an astonishing amount takes place. 

Teacher and student become one 
There is a warmth of contact 
The child is welcomed into the school 
The eyes meet 
The teacher is still, alert and meets each child 
There is a natural flow of love, trust and respect 
The teacher can observe how the child looks, 
sounds and responds 
The child feels wanted 
There is an appropriate formality 

If all children are met this provides knowledge of the individual and a sense of the                
whole group. 

The Librarian from Epsom Library     
visited the children last week. The children       
enjoy a fresh approach to storytelling,      
singing and action songs.  

This meets all the learning outcomes of our        
curriculum; developing communication   
skills, using gesture and movement to      
express themselves, hearing stories, and     
recognizing print symbols. There is a lot       
going on. 

 



 

 

Transition to School: Preparing our children      
for school. We have developed a      
comprehensive programme that covers all the      
fundamentals of functioning at a competent      
level once at school. Social skills are essential,        
along with a focus on learning dispositions and        
self help skills.  

Literacy, numeracy and other mathematical     
skills cover a wide range of competencies. They        
become familiar with a variety of art resources.        
Physical development is ongoing. 

We say goodbye to Ekagar, Taylor, Orion, Minh and Aaryan who are off to school. 

A Transition to School parent meeting will be held Thursday 11th February for all four               
year olds. This is to share with parents the details of our programme and what they can                 
contribute at home.  

Fun with Science: My first goal with science is to capture the child’s interest. I do              
this by introducing ‘magical’ science experiments that feed their interest and           
imagination. See the poster in the foyer. 

The components of science include: Observing      
how children assemble information.    
Classification by grouping similar things.     
Experimenting is testing an idea to see if it is          
true. Predicting is to describe what you expect        
will happen. Drawing conclusions based on      
evidence. Communicating ideas by sharing     
questions, observations, predictions and    
conclusions with others. 

 

The Ficino Preschool Picnic was well attended.       
We played lots of games with the children; cricket was          
popular. The best games are often those that are not with           
toys. 

 

 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
We are CLOSED on: Auckland Anniversary Day Monday 1st February 

Waitangi Day Monday 8th February 
 
Ficino School OPENS on: Wednesday 3rd February 
Please remember when the school opens you must use the loop drive in system, 
entering from the driveway on View Road and going out the main entrance. Please do 
not drive in the main entrance as you will stop the flow of traffic.  
 
Villa Pick Up: Once school starts again your child can be picked up from the villa; 
this ties in with school finishing times. New entrants finish at 2.50 pm and the junior 
school at 3.00 pm.  Please advise us if you want us to take your child over to the villa. 
We also get permission to sign your child out (please sign the form provided). This 
saves you finding a car park. 
 
FASC: Ficino After School Care is available. If you require this service please book 
through the online system with Ficino School.  This will also provide you with all the 
details. A FASC teacher will collect your child from the Preschool.  
 
Preschool Hours:  We operate an early bird system from 7.50 am to 8.30 am for an 
extra charge of $8 per morning.  If your child has an older sibling attending the school 
we will accept ‘a glide time’ arrangement where they can arrive from 8.15 am but 
these children usually also leave earlier with the villa pick up. It is helpful if you can 
arrive before 9.00 am as lateness can interfere with our daily programme. Late pick 
ups will incur a FASC fee. 
 
Communication: Comes in many forms; daily notes on the whiteboard in the foyer; 
notices through Storypark, notices and newsletters in foyer pockets. Text reminders of 
specific events. Individual requests or enquiries by email or phone or face to face. 
Please fill out forms in the foyer for any change of timetable, planned absence (not 
sickness), or change of details, such as moving. 
 
Water Play: Please bring spare play clothes or swim gear and a towel in 
wet bag; we will dry these when used and send them home at the end of the week for 
washing.  Other spare clothes can be kept in the cloth bag provided. Thank you. 
 
 
From the Ficino Preschool Teaming Team:  
 
Irene Callen, Dimuthu Jayawardena, Harna Kerin, Nicky FitzPatrick and Natasa 
Sulenta, who has been working for Ms FitzPatrick. Natasa has enjoyed her year with 
us so much she is off to study a postgraduate diploma in ECE Teaching. 
 

 


