
 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Dr Siddhi, Aaryan’s mum, showed us how our lungs 

work.  Dr Siddhi made models of lungs to show us what 

happens to our lungs when we breathe in air.  We 

watched the lungs expand as we blew air into the straws.  

If we could touch our lungs they would feel like sponges.  

 

Dr Siddhi also showed the children how you can listen to 

the heartbeat. She showed us her stethoscope and asked, 

“do you know what it is?” Taylor replied, ‘it’s a doctor’s 

thing”. She uses her stethoscope every time she examines 

a patient.  We all had a chance to listen to our own heart 

beating. 

 

Wellbeing | Mana Atua    

The health and wellbeing of the child are protected and 

nurtured. They are learning to keep themselves healthy 

and to care for themselves. 

 

 

Science Fair at Ficino School 

 

How much salt does an egg need to float? 

Another one was about how eggs float. 

What determines how long a paper plane can 

fly? How does the shape of a paper plane affect 

its travel?   This was especially interesting; we 

like making paper planes. We can’t wait to get 

started testing these theories ourselves. 

 

Exploration | Mana Aoturoa 

Children experience an environment where they 

develop working theories for making sense of the 

natural, social, physical and material worlds. 

 

Ficino Preschool Newsletter 

 August 2020 
 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belonging | Mana Whenua 

Taking part in caring for this place  

 

Contributing to the preschool environment by 

helping with daily tasks reflects the School 

value of Being Responsible. 

Do I help when I see a need?   

Is this my best effort? 

 

 

The kale is planted, along with cabbages, lettuces, 

spinach, silverbeet, pak choy and snow peas.   

The children have been really enjoying the 

vegetables at lunch time, so this is an ideal 

extension.   It promotes our garden to table 

practice. 

 

Contribution | Mana tangata 

Children become increasingly capable of 

recognizing and appreciating their own ability to 

learn and to use a range of strategies and skills 

alongside others. 

 

In our philosophical realm we acknowledge children are healthy in mind, body 

and spirit.  The two pedagogies can be quite interdependent. 

 

 

Monitors is another tradition that the children 

started, spontaneously taking care of a play 

area, usually one they have an affiliation with.   

Cheng Cheng has taken to looking after the 

books and displaying them tidily on the shelves. 

Justin knows where to put the blocks on the 

shelves and he gathers a team of helpers when 

he needs it. 

Te Whāriki at work 
The Early Childhood Curriculum 

Learning Outcomes 

 



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mana Reo | Communication: 

Recognizing print symbols 

and concepts and using 

them with enjoyment, 

meaning and purpose. 

 

 

Mana aoturoa | Exploration 

Making sense of their 

worlds by generating 

and refining working 

theories. 

   

 

 

Mana tangata | Contribution 

Treating others fairly and including them in play. 

 

 

Taylor is demonstrating 

leadership skills.  

Firstly, taking her friends on a 

bus ride and then a game in the 

playground. 

 

  

The Power of Attention. 

A Habit of Mind. 

    To focus, observe, be conscious, concentrate, deliberate, scrutinize, think. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housekeeping:   

• Please check your cloth bags and ensure there are two changes of spare 

clothes for your child that still fit them.  

• Please also provide a raincoat for rainy days as we have to walk to and 

from the school at times.  
 



 

 

    

 

 
 

 

Playball is very popular. 

Each week two children are 

awarded a medal for practising 

their best effort. Well done to 

Aramis and Minh. 

 

The children are celebrating this 

accomplishment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Ficino Preschool Teaching Team;  

   Ms Callen, Ms Li, Ms Dena and Ms FitzPatrick 

With the weather 

improving, water play 

is once again 

becoming popular.  

 

Water is one element 

of sensory play which 

has a calming effect. 


